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Modern Library Association (MLA) Reference 

1” margins Your Last Name 1 

½” margin between top Your Full Name 
of page and header 

Teacher’s Name 

Class 
Do not bold, italicize, or underline title 

Day Month Year 

Indent ½” or 5 spaces Title is Centered 

The format you will be using for all written assignments is called MLA (Modern Language 

Association). Your paper will have one inch margins, a header with your last name and page number on every 

page, a heading on the first page only, a title created by the writer, and consistent double-spacing using Times 

New Roman font in size 12. There is no cover page required; please do not include one. 

In-text citations, also known as parenthetical citations, follow a specific format. When quoting directly 

from a written work, be sure to do so correctly. For example, “when using a quote from the text, you must write 

it word for word, exactly as it is seen, put quotation marks around it, and then cite the author’s name and the 

page number where it is located in the text in parenthesis at the end” (Shakespeare 59). The end punctuation 

follows the last parenthesis mark. Try to embed quotes “so that your work is more fluid and less choppy” (64). 

Make sure that you include a works cited page, if needed. 

You should always cite the sources for quotations, facts that are not 
common knowledge, and ideas that are not your own. 

The Works Cited appears at the end of your paper. You must include ALL sources used in your essay. 

1. Title it Works Cited 
2. Double space between each entry, not each line. 
3. Each entry is in alphabetical order by author’s last name (if there is no author, the title). 
4. If the entry has more than one line, the second and third lines are indented five spaces. 
5. There is a period at the end of each entry. 
6. If you cannot fit the entire web address (URL) on one line, continue it on the next line after a slash only. 



Newspaper/Magazine Article 
Author’s Last, First Middle Name. "Title of Article." 
Name of Publication, vol., no., Year of Publication, pp. 
Page Numbers of Article. 

Bagchi, Alaknanda. "Conflicting Nationalisms: The 
Voice of the Subaltern in Mahasweta Devi's Bashai 
Tudu." Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature, vol. 15, 
no. 1, 1996, pp. 41-50. 

Article in an Online Newspaper 
Author’s Last, First Middle Name. "Title of Article." 
Name of Newspaper/Magazine, Day Month. Year of 
Publication, URL. Accessed Day Month Year. 

Vergano, Dan. “Planets More Like Earth Found 
Circling Nearby Stars.” USA Today, 1 Sept. 2004. 
13 Nov. 2004, http://www.usatoday.com/. Accessed 
4 May 2009. 

Article from Online Database 
Author's Last, First Middle Name. "Title of Article." 
Name of Publication. Vol., no., Year of Publication, pp. 
of publication. Name of Database, doi: or URL. 
Accessed Day Month Year. 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-
Twentieth-Century England.” Historical 
Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-
96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. 
Accessed 27 May 2009. 

Online Image 
Author's Last, First Middle Name. Title of image. Year 
of creation. Institution, City where work is housed. 
Name of Website, URL. Accessed Day Month Year. 

Klee, Paul. Twittering Machine. 1922. Museum of 
Modern Art, New York. The Artchive, 
www.artchive.com/artchive/K/klee/twittering_mach 
ine.jpg.html. Accessed 4 May 2006. 

Film or Video Recording 
Director’s First Middle Last Name. Title. Media 
Format. Distributor, Year of Release. 

Lucas, George, director. Star Wars Episode IV: A New 
Hope. Twentieth Century Fox, 1977. 

The Bible 
The Bible. Version, Publisher, Year of Publication. 

The Bible. King James Version, Oxford UP, 1998. 

**In-text citation should include the name of the edition, 
followed by an abbr. of book, chapter and verse(s). 
New Jerusalem Bible, Ezek. 1.5-10. 

Online Video 
“Title of video.” Name of Website, uploaded by Name, 
Day Month. Year, URL. 

“8 Hot Dog Gadgets put to the Test.” YouTube, 
uploaded by Crazy Russian Hacker, 6 Jun. 2016, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs. 

*Cite author’s name before title if different from uploaded by 

Document from an Internet Site 
Author’s Last, First Middle Name. "Article or Page 
Title." Title of Entire Web Site. URL Accessed Day 
Month Year. 

Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian 
Chili." eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-
vegetarian-chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015. 

Book with one author 
Author's Last, First Name Middle Name. Title of Book. 
Publisher, Year of Publication. 

Ride, Sally. Exploring Our Solar System. Crown, 2003. 

** Editor instead of an author: Ride, Sally, editor. 

Song 
Last, First Middle Name of Writer. “Title of Song.” 
Title of Album, Publisher, Year of Publication. 

Nirvana. "Smells Like Teen Spirit." Nevermind, Geffen, 
1991. 

Book with two authors 
Author's Last, First Middle Name and Author’s First 
Middle Last Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of 
Publication. 

Gonzalez, Guillermo and Jay Wesley Richards. The 
Privileged Planet: How Our Place in the Cosmos is 
Designed for Discovery. Regency, 2004. 

**If there are three or more authors, list: first author, et al. 

Online Encyclopedia/Dictionary 
Author's Last, First Middle Name. "Title of Article." 
Name of Database Reference Source, Publisher, Year of 
Publication. Name of Database, URL. Accessed Day 
Month Year. 

“Perchloric acid.” The American Heritage Stedman’s 
Medical Dictionary, Houghton Mifflin, 
1995. Dictionary.com, www.dictionary.com/ 
browse/perchloric-acid?s=t. Accessed 13 Dec. 2010. 

Laws, acts, and similar documents: U.S. Constitution. Art./Amend. XII, Sec. 3. 
**In-text citation: (US Const. amend. XII, sec. 3). 


